Volume 4 Nomor 7, Maret 2010 ISSN. 1858-4499




MEYELUTINL FUREI0 LANLGUAGE PROFKICIENCY TROUGH SPEECH .
LEARNING IN EARLY CHILDHOOD

Sumartong

ABSTRACT

Childhood s generally regarded as the most cheorful phase in peaple’s life.

Related to the Tanguage learuing, in (his period of time a child unmnsciﬂusly learns

how to speak hivher vemacular trongh constant imitation and repolition of the

utterances produced by the older people when they arc speaking in thelr wother tongue

language. This phenomenon takes place when the child is about six lo eight vears old.

ln e years fier, a foreign language will be eifoctively taught, bocause they are

 supposed o be adult lingnistically, which means that the child is going to get ready o
learn a new set of habils in speaking,

Several characterictics of children 25 young learners of = forcign language

~should be considered as a guideline fo decide several kinds of approach, method,
leehmque and meodel of the foreign language tesching and learning o optimize their

foreign lanpuage proficiency, considering that they have specific and uitleque

characteristics contrasied to adull Ieamers. To yield an intended result, sppropriste,

accurate and integrated materials involving pronuncistion, vocabulary enrichment and

sentence amangement must be selected in such a way and adjusted to the learnors'

hamdicaps such is; lisping, slai ng, statlering, and cluttering.

L oRKey words: C‘hiidhcaﬁd vernucular, adult tingtistically, joreign fenguage prqﬁé:‘en&y,
- frarcliceps . :

L Introduction be a mewber of sgocial proup,

Spesch a8 the most cssential

component  of  language mastery
~ should gel our sericus atfention, ao
giving the right, accurate, and suitable
methods of speech teaching in carly

although it is possible (hat they can
communicate with sone members of
sucial group in ancilier ways. Before
they are able lo get along with the
membpers of group, their role in the
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childhood must be formulated and group will not be dominant, be
organized in such a way in order to Wy like in another child’s S
avoid' the emergence of cvognifive development cases, the hepinning ch
-~ deficicneies on children by teachivg -years of child’s life will reslly W
complete, integrated and determine the development of his/her to
chronological language which can specch skill. Due to this fact, it is W
_ define  universalistic  muaning, very impartant to strengthen the basic fig
separated from situation, space, time, skcill of child's speech development in Lhy
- and interlocutor context. this period. I not, the child will make Wi
Most of babies’ powetlessness is sonIE grammatical mistakes (o
 caused by their disability to express repeatedly and unconsciously when it
their needs and willingness into hie/she grows up, because language is be
- understandable  utterances and their - regarded as a matier of habit which is he
chsabiliics to  understand another highly affected by what he pots, ali
people’s utierances, This dmows, feels, and hears at the W
powerlessness will quickly reduce at bepinning of his/her life. ih
the beginning years of their lile, when : pE
they can conirol nerves required lor 2. The Delinition of Specch Related to Vi
some mechaaisms of communication, Language i
 The speech mastery iy also Mosl people think that the thi
required to fulfill another importan dufinition of speech and language is
needs in child’s life, that is a need 10 interchanpeable, although they are
Cakra



gctually differént. Langunge covers
all ~ commumication msons by
symbolizing thought and feeling 1o
~gonvey ideas to another people,
involving differénces of art. Speeck
on the other hand is a form of
Ignguage using articulation or words
used fo convey ideas. Due to the
effectiveness  in communication,
speech 13 regarded as the most
essentiul skill should people have
when they will iake part in the
. process of conumunication, Speech is
a memal molorie skill.  Speech
doesn’t only include the coordination
‘of some different sounds mechanism
nerves, but also has a mental aspect,
“that is an ability to relate the meaning
‘with the sounds produced. It docsn't
mean that all speech sounds a child
produces are regarded as a speech.
" Before a child can organize nerves
mechanism to yield a clear, different,
and controlled spesch  sound, the
speech sound is reparded as an
articulatory . sound  selely.  Thus,
.. before a child can eelate the menning
with the goutrodied speech sound, it
" doesn’t matter for him/her, because
. the <hild can remain do the
- conumunication process, although it's
. . only “intating ", it is due 1o lack of
mental aspect from their intended
purpuse.

“Ihere are {wo criteria which can
be used 10 decide whether a child
speaks well or just imitales. First, the
child must know the meaning of
words that he/she uses and connects
1o the represented object, eg: the
. word ball must refer to a circle thing,

~ not a kind of toy in gencral. Second,

. thie child must pronounce clearly the
words he/she is going to say, i order
to  make the ideas clear and
understandable. Woids that can only
be understoad by a child beecause

hefshe nfen hears the words or has

already understosd and  supposed
what someone i2 saying do nol fullill
- this crilerion. No wonder if the
prominent difference ol the child’
vocabulary mastery emerge because
these criletia are pot implemented i
{his casc. -
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3. General Characteristics of Young
- Learhors ;

Chilidren, who are supposed 1o be
voung leamers of the foreign
language, have umgue and specific
characleristios  which are different
from adult learners in several exteonts,
such ay: :

a Young learmers lend to be
egorenlric
Generally there iz a tendency that
young leariers like to relate what
they are studying or what they are
dotng with him/hersell. They like
o discuss the fopics which are
related to their daily life or
several objects around them, such
as my family, my hobby, my
favorite things, ete. in the older
aecs, this Kind of charactenslic
will gradually  disappear -and
beceme reeiprocal by starting fo
conlss and got along with other
people.

b. Voung learnees still have problems
o dilTerentiale belween concrele
and abstract nouns. Young leamer
teacher should introduce the
language with conoeic nouss
before introducing the shstraet
nouns. [t is advisshle for e
icacher o presemt the ssaterads
trough pictesss, Zames, gemare O
evea body movime.

¢ Young iesrncrs temd o be acive
and gnegmmative.

Plaving is part of young kamers’
life. They like materials which are
presented frough games, songs,
storics and pictures. This kind of
teaching technique can
unconsciously  generate  and
motivate the learners to take part
actively  mn  the 1leaching and
lenming process. Thiz kind of
activity 15 well kbown as
teercational time out activitics.

. Young learners tend to get bored
ensily
They have superficial attention
and coucentration on sumething.
To avoid (his problem the teacher
must be capable “to select the
vitious kinds of technigues
terms  of  activities, grouping
students, materials and variety of
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voige o estch  Lhe students’
milention.

e. Young learners’ life is full of color
and joy
A sel of activities wineh 1s
supplemented with inleresting and
colorful pigtures, flash cards and
puppets  will  generaie  their
enthusiasin Lo the materials which
are being discussed,

4, How Children Learn Spesch?
Speech is a kind of skill, and it is like
another kind o skills which should be
trained repeatediy and continuously.
1L comprises, first, the ability to
produce cerlain sounds which arc
organized into a word, it is called
speech motoric aspect, Secend, the
ability 1o conneet meaning with the
words, il is called speech menfal

aspect. The followings will make a

clearcr description sbout the ways of

how children learn speech:

a. The meihods of spesch leaming
Speech learning is like uther kinds
of skill which can be lsamed
trough various methods, like as
follows:

l} Trial and crvor method
This mathod is usuallv sed
when a child can not find a
suitable guidance and models
of specch to be imitated, so
- he/she tends to do different
thing randomly: This method
usually wields glills under
his/her real skills.
2) Imitating method

It it a kind of learning speech :

by imitating and observing a
muodel of spesch (the siyle of
adult peocple’s .speech). R
tereds to be more cifective
than the irial and emor
method.

_ 3}:'T1ai11ing method

It is a kind of learning speech

by having guidance and
supervision from a skillful
language instructor. It s
intended to minimize sum of
mmlah;:s_. a child maokes
immediately.

Bazed on the description above, 1t
is known that leprning speech’ by
training method is reparded as the
most eflective way. In tmaining
msthed, achild does not only gel
& model 1o be imitated, but also
get puidance and help to use the
model  asccurately, Furthermore,
the instrucior will immediately
show the mistakes and help to
correct the mistakes hefshe makes
betfors the mistakes are implanted
into his/her habitual spesch.

b. Modelz of specch learing

The models of childs specch
learning are penerally simikur, but
differest i - progress  of
achievement. Based on several
developmentsl swmdy of moloric
conbrol and specch, it is stated that
the model of speech development
is n occordance with motorie
developmental model, and also
maenial developmental model. The
reason is bocause speech depends
ot meotal and - motonic
development.

Iiv the spesch development, the
mode! is'a motivation followed by
a flat period fAateous). that is a
period where there is no conercte
improvement in the child, g a
child in the age of 2 to 18 months,
the motivation lo walk tends to be
more  dominant than o speak.
Afer  hafshe  céan wilk
agtomatically, speech learning
will zet hisfher attention. In this
peviad. the ¢hild can learn Speech
Insiher miother tongues language
offectively trough adult speakers.
A child in the age between 18

- months to 7 or § years, hefshe is

ghle o speak the mother tongue
language well, In the years afier,
hefshe hay strong willingness o
study new gets of language trough
skillful language instructors.

Apart from the fact that a child
leuns specch in a predictable
model, there 18 an individual
difference in the progiess of the
modsl. The difference lies on the
standard  of the  vocabulary
quality, the accurateness of




pronuneciation, and (he grammar
‘and structure rules.

5 The Coverage of Speech Learning
- There Is a leatning process done
by a child in attempiing to cstablish

speech in relation to the need io gel i

along  wilth  aunother people, The
sequience of specch learming process
covers  promuneintion,  vocabulary

cegnrichment, ¢ and setence

arranpement,
a. Pronunciation ; ;
The first thing @ child does
in. speech lcarning is trying to

pronounce specch sounds. It is -

learnt by imitating what adult
people who ge! along with speal.
The whole pmnuﬁc_:iatim] patiern
of the child will quickly change if

~the ¢hild is oceupied n an

i:mflmnmcnt where people ywho
live witl use different and vationg

words. Most of pf:ople argue that

. early” childhood s the most
effective period to start lesming
cgpeech a foreign language If a
child leams and is -able to
articulate  pood  pronunciation,
_hefshe will feels proud of it, as a

result, he/she will be niotivated to.

learn to speak the Larget language

-gorrectly.  Conversely, if a child

learng a foreign language later,
~hefshe will tend o speak it in the
style of his/her mother tonguc
language: '
‘b, Vocabulary enriclunent
In this step, a child must
learn to conaect the meaning and
‘gound, because thare are a lot of
words praneunced similady but
different in meaning. E.g. rain,
_reign, rein, eic, Befbre a child hus

gulTicient pumber of words to

. communicate, hefshe tends to use
some telated symbols or gestare
as & substitute word. :

In developing words, =
child learns two kinds of words,
they are general words and
sperfﬁc wordy., (eneral words

 comprises words which can be
uged i some cireumstances, such
as human, good, go, ele. Specific
word comprises words which

have specific meaning and can
only be uwsed In  certain
clicimstances.

¢, Sentenos arrangemem

It is vegarded as the most .
difficolt and complex step of all.
It covers the combining words
inte meaningful senience which is
structurally  and  grammatically
careet  and  understandable.
Firstiy, nchild uses a single word,
it can be nouw, vetb or adjective,
thenn combine 1t with another
words by using gesture or another
symbols to staie a complete idea.
Eg saying word “give” by
pointing & toy, il meang “give me
the tuy, please™. :

6. General Handicaps of Speeeh Learning

In Childhood

In learning speech, the following

handicaps may Bmerge:

& Lisping

Lisping  is  substituting
sounds  with anolher  similar
sounds due to the speech organ
deficiencies, F.g. / / for / s/ like
in “thimple thing™ for “simiple
ging”, / 1/ for /v /, like in “led

lose” for “red rose”, Lisping is

usually caused by the problems in
jaws, teoth, or lips and sometimes
it is caused by the influence of the
babyish speech style. -

b. Slurring

Slurring is u speech style

“+ which is vitered unciearly, due to

the function ol some speech

organs sach as lips, tongue, and

jaws de not work well. It is

sometimes vaused by the paralysis
of speech organ or the nerve of
the tongue does not develop well.
If there is an emotional explosion,
or preal hoppiness, a child will
tend to spealk very fast and in a4
hurry  unclearly, Sluming  ofien
happens in pre-school period,
before speech becomes a set of

) habit.

[

‘-:tut’rrnng :
Stuttering is a speech style
with  hesilation,  repelition,
followed with the cramp of throat
and diaphragim. Stuftering can




also be caused by & problem in the
respiratory system, which parily

or thoroughly is caused by the

fack of coordination work of
speech nerve. IL is like the
condition ol someone who is in a
quitc fear, and lost idea about
what to do. It is usually lollowed
with trembling, stopping speech,
and gradually the speaker can not
produce sounds at all Tt will
reduce graduslly when he/she cun
make social adaptation {o the
cnvitonment.
d. Cluttering

Cluttering is a fast znd
confusing specch style. It usually
happens in a child whose motoric
control and speech development
is  slow. Clutiering is  an
exaggerating  spesch  mistakes
done by normal people, It is nol
like stuttering, clultering can be
improved if shefhe gives a pood
attention to the things she/he is
going 1o say,

1. Conclusion
Communication i3 an
exchange process of thought and
feeling which is represented in some
kinds or forms of language, such as,
writicn language, gesture, symbols,
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